
               
                 
       
 
 
 
 
 

Summer fun has just begun at the beginning of a new Rotary year. In 
this world of uncertainty, let us all play a part in ‘Rotary Serving 
Humanity’. 
 

Tools for Self-Reliance    
Article provided by Ralph A. Webster – Rotary Club of North Worcestershire 

 
Tools for Self-Reliance was started in 1979 by a handful of dedicated persons. It was formally registered as a 
charity in 1980, with the mandate of working with local organisations in developing countries, to relieve poverty 
amongst the local population. One of its key objectives is to support artisans and craft workers in some of the 
poorest parts of the world. Although raising awareness is part of their ethos, they also acquire and promote the 
use of basic hand tools, together with providing the vocational skills and business training rural craft workers 
and artisans need to earn a livelihood. 

North Worcestershire Rotary Club became aware of this charity in late 2014, and was determined to examine 
ways of becoming involved in procuring suitable tools within both our own club, and the wider community in 
general. Consequently, during President Graham Mackenzie’s year, the 
charity was adopted as one of our International commitments. Since the be-
ginning of 2016, we have endeavoured to locate, store and then arrange for 
transportation to Tools for Self-Reliance’s regional hub. Tools included a 
number of suitable and required items, including 3 sewing machines, which 
will be refurbished and sent to appropriate locations where the charity is 
operationally active within Africa. 

North Worcestershire’s undertaking was led by PP Milton Bowers, who was 
assisted by one of the club’s Founder Members’, Arthur Gibson.  Arthur is a 
local farmer, and he was in a position to accommodate and securely store 
the tools on his farm prior to their handover. 

This is the second successive year that North Worcestershire Rotary Club has 
been involved in an International project in Africa.  In the last Rotary Year a 
significant financial contribution, and direct project involvement took place 
with Mission Morogoro, an educational and medical charity, actively in-
volved in Tanzania.   

Visit http://www.tfsr.org/ to find out more about the outstanding work that Tools for Self-Reliance is engaged 
in as well as the range of tools and equipment that can be donated. 
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Our mission is to reduce poverty in Africa by helping people build 
sustainable livelihoods through the provision of tools and training. 
We are a UK based charity working to help relieve poverty in Af-
rica. We work with local African organisations to deliver a pro-
gramme of tools and training to bring about effective and sustain-
able change to trades people and their communities. The primary 
countries we work in are; Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Tanza-
nia, Uganda and Zambia.   

 

 

PP's Milton Bowers (left) and  
Ralph Webster (Chairman International 
and Foundation - North Worcs) with 
tools collected for Tools for Self-Reliance 
project. 
 

http://www.tfsr.org/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/ghana/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/malawi/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/sierra_leone/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/tanzania/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/tanzania/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/uganda/
http://www.tfsr.org/africa/zambia/


 

  
 
Information provided by David Jones – Rotary club of Edgbaston 
 
‘I must say that what my wife and I saw of what was going on at the Schools when we visited them 
convinced us that it was all very worthwhile. Our Club gave £220 a year ago. I would love to go back and see 
them again.’ David Jones 
 
Teacher Training 
Recently thirteen teachers have been sponsored to attend teacher 
training college during school holidays. Over three years this will allow 
them to become certified and qualified teachers. Currently all sixteen 
teachers paid by Waterberry are untrained, they all come from the 
villages and work with dedication and passion to educate the younger 
generation. Now we want to empower them, giving them the opportunity 
to gain a nationally recognised qualification.   
 
Building Projects  
Quite a bit of construction work has already taken place at the schools. 
The preschools were re-mudded by the communities. They use the soil collected from termite mounds and it is 
astonishing how the colour of the ‘mud’ can vary from one village to the next. Of our three preschools, one is 
brown, one is grey and one is terracotta! At Tukongote Preschool, instead of mud walls we’ve used blocks and 
cement, which means it is a much more permanent structure. At Siandunda Primary School there are 254 pupils 

in six grades, but last term they only had two classrooms to use and 
an unfinished third one. With the growing number of students and 
classes we decided to help them get the third classroom ready for 
teaching at the beginning of the new term in May. It needed the 
walls to be finished, a roof, a floor, windows and doors and to be 
painted. In just two weeks the project was completed and the pupils 
are now busy learning in their new classroom. At least now with 
three rooms, three grades can learn in the morning and three in the 
afternoon. 

 
Feeding Programme 
At the three preschools we have introduced small scale feeding 
programmes, giving the children traditional porridge at 
midmorning break. Many of the children come to school hungry, 
and offering something to eat encourages attendance and 
increases their concentration in class. Waterberry is providing 
the food and the community has to provide the cooks and the 
firewood. This kind of collaboration, where the community has 
the responsibility to provide something that is within their 
means, is a great way of working together, and means our 
projects are assisting the communities to help themselves.   
 
 
 



Books, books, books …. 
To allow the pupils at the three preschools we support to get hands on experience of books, we are aiming to 
collect sets of relevant and interesting picture story books. Having sets of 6 or more of the same title means the 
children can discover the books in small groups, exploring, learning to follow the pages and to handle them with 
care. The most important thing is the visuals. Sometimes we use the books without reading the actual text, but 
rather use the pictures to tell the stories in our own words. Books are taken for granted in the western world. 
Here no children have access to books at home. We want to give them that opportunity at school because we 
know that books open up a world of imagination, creativity and knowledge.  
 
Thank you 
community@waterberrylodge.com / kelly@waterberrylodge.com 
PS:   Remember to follow us on Facebook for regular news on our projects on: 
https://www.facebook.com/waterberrycommunityprojects/ 
 
 

 
The Wheelchair Foundation UK 
Tanzania Urgent Request   
The Wheelchair Foundation UK has received an urgent request from the Tanzanian Government to supply 
thousands of wheelchairs and other disability equipment.  
 
A meeting took place at the Tanzanian High Commission, London, when this request was repeated. The modus 
operandi of the Wheelchair Foundation UK was explained to the High Commissioner with a particular 
reference that the work of the charity relied upon the goodwill of the Rotary family in the UK and that all our 
donations are quickly utilised and as with all other charities income was the prime concern.  
 
In their effort to achieve the desired outcome the Tanzanian Government is prepared to offer some financial 
assistance which equates to approximately 20% of the cost. This support would allow any Rotary based donor 
wishing to send wheelchairs to Tanzania to be able to do so for a reduced price of £60 instead of the usual £75.   
The smallest container load of 110 would therefore cost £6,600 instead of the regular sum of £8,250 a 
matched fund of £1650. As with all deliveries donors would be welcome to travel to the country to witness the 
handover of their aid and again the High Commissioner welcomed this personal involvement.  
 
Tanzania is one of the poorest African countries and has vast areas without Rotary Club cover but we will be 
endeavouring to gain as much support from the local Rotarians as possible to ensure that along with our own 
due diligence all deliveries work with no corruption.  
 
If any individual, club or district is wishing to support this special programme please contact Milton Frary.  
Any club, district or Rotary based charity that would wish to work or extend their work in Tanzania should also 
make contact with Rotarian Milton Frary to see how possible assistance might be extended to their work. 
‘Joined up Rotary’  
Milton Frary Trustee - Wheelchair Foundation UK Rotary Club of Wetherby & District (D1040)  
Contact Details for Milton Frary E-mail: frarym@aol.com  Tel:  01937 580725  Mobile: 07765 548196 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                     District News   

                   A note from the Editor 
Please consider using this space to celebrate the work 
that you as Rotarians have engaged in or will be engaged 
in over the coming months. Contributions should be sent 
to: Stella Almond – stellaalmond@yahoo.com  
 
 

mailto:community@waterberrylodge.com
mailto:kelly@waterberrylodge.com
https://www.facebook.com/waterberrycommunityprojects/
mailto:frarym@aol.com
mailto:stellaalmond@yahoo.com
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Human and Hope Association 
Sally Hetherington  
Article provided by James Lovett – Rotary Club of 
Handsworth 

 
My name is Sally and I am a former Rotaractor, Rotarian 

and RYLArian from Sydney, Australia. Through my various experience with the clubs I was in and RYLA, I gained a drive to 
help others, as well as confidence in myself. I visited Cambodia in 2010 on a Rotary project, and made the move to 
Cambodia in 2011. For almost four years I have been working at Human and Hope Association in Siem Reap. This is a 
grassroots community NGO that apart from myself, is entirely run by local people. I have worked closely with the local 
team to transform the organisation from a two-hour an evening English school into one that empowers our community 
members out of poverty through education, vocational training and community support projects. 
 
I want to tell you about some exciting developments that have happened over the past four years: 

x We became a registered charity in Cambodia and Australia (under the name Human and Hope Association Incorporated)  
x We initiated Khmer language, preschool and living values classes, a library, weekly staff development workshops, a sewing 

program, home sewing business, university scholarship programme, family farm programme, microfinance loans and com-
munity workshops 

x We have formed a good relationship with the local public school and have been providing capacity building workshops to 
reduce the need for some of our programmes in the future 

x We have provided workshops to over 300 community members, English education to over 500 youth, over 30 women have 
graduated from our sewing programme, provided 23 sewing machine microfinance loans, 15 students have graduated 
from our preschool programme and 20 community microfinance loans have been provided and repaid 

x We moved from being located at a pagoda to our own community centre in 2014 

In July this year I will be leaving the organisation to be entirely Khmer operated. The reason being that we believe that lo-
cals are the subject matter experts; they know about their community and are equipped to do the job correctly. Addition-
ally, the sustainable approach for organisations in developing countries is for locals to take charge and help their commu-
nity members to move out of poverty. I will remain on our Australian board, responsible for fundraising, though our local 
staff have been training in basic fundraising, communicating with donors and website management. 

We are incredibly proud of our transition into local management, and we are seeking funds from Rotary clubs who also 
believe in this approach. By supporting our organisation financially, you will help us take it to the next level, whilst support-
ing at least two of the Rotary areas of focus: Economic & Community Development and Education & Literacy. We are com-
mitted to transparency at Human and Hope Association. We want you to trust that your money will go where we say it will. 
To put your mind at ease, we want to share the following with you: 

x HHA Cambodia’s accounts are audited every three months by their qualified board treasurer. 
x HHA Cambodia and HHA Inc.’s bank accounts are verified and checked every month by the Director of HHA Cambodia and 

President of HHA Inc. 
x We display our monthly income and expenditure reports on our website. 
x We provide an annual report for HHA Cambodia in January each year and for HHA Inc. in August each year. 
x HHA Inc. has their accounts audited externally once a year and must comply with all regulations in Australia. 
x Additionally, we want to assure you that we don’t only rely on donations. Last year 25% of our income was generated 

through our sewing business, farm, tuition for English classes and other means. We know that we must set a good example 
for our community so we work hard to show them that we don’t only function on donations. 

I would really appreciate it if your club took a look at our website, www.humanandhopeassociation.org, and contacted me 
directly atsally@humanandhopeassociation.org  so we chat further about the programs we are seeking funding for. 

Sally Hetherington Advisor, Human and Hope Association, Siem Reap, Cambodia,  

Donate: http://goo.gl/jlgNO2  Follow us: www.facebook.com/HumanAndHopeAssociation 

http://www.humanandhopeassociation.org/monthly-finances/
http://www.humanandhopeassociation.org/about-us/
http://www.humanandhopeassociation.org/advisory-australian-board-documents/
http://www.humanandhopeassociation.org/
mailto:atsally@humanandhopeassociation.org
http://goo.gl/jlgNO2
http://www.facebook.com/HumanAndHopeAssociation


Rotary Lends a Hand in  
Nepal   
Article provided by Ralph A. Webster – Rotary 
Club of North Worcestershire 
 
In April 2015, an earthquake of 7.6 on the Richter 
scale struck the historic district of Gorkha in Ne-
pal, northwest of Kathmandu. This quake was fol-
lowed by more than 300 further aftershocks. 
Over 9,000 lives were lost and nearly 23,000 peo-
ple were injured, many with lasting effects. An  
estimated 8 million people, almost one-third of the  
population, have been impacted by the earthquake.  
It has mainly disrupted the life of the disadvantaged groups, especially in the rural areas.  
 
After contact with RC Damauli in Nepal, members of the Rotary Club of North Worcestershire decided the best 
way to provide support was to help fund the reconstruction of the devastated Community Centre in the rural 
area of Dharmpani, Tanahun West Nepal, an area located in the epicentre of the earthquake.  
 
The club raised £2,500 and forwarded it to Nepal via trusted contacts representing 80% of the cost of recon-

struction of the Community Centre and being the 
equivalent of £50,000 as Nepal is considered to be one 
of the poorest countries in the world. Many logistical 
problems and challenges had to be overcome, but the 
relationship with the villagers, and particular with the 
elders of the village was excellent as the building was 
completed on time, to the original brief and within 
budget. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Villagers celebrating the inauguration of their new      
Community Centre.  

Top Award for Aquabox 
The Trustees would like to thank all of those who have supported Aquabox over the years and made this 
recognition possible. 
Wirksworth-based charity Aquabox has received the Queen's Award for Voluntary Service – the UK's highest award 
for voluntary groups. The charity, managed and run by the Rotary Club of Wirksworth, provides boxes of essential 
humanitarian aid together with a special filter to guarantee potable drinking water, to people in crisis-hit areas. It 
recently sent 4,500 boxes to Turkey and the Lebanon to aid Syrian refugees and almost 2,000 have been shipped to 
earthquake-hit Nepal. Since the charity was formed in 1992 more than 105,000 boxes have been sent across the 
world. More than 70 volunteers from the community go to the Aquabox depot each week to assemble the water 
filters or pack the boxes, which contain cooking utensils, hygiene equipment, tools, shelter materials, baby clothes 
and educational items. “Everybody connected with Aquabox is absolutely thrilled,” said Mike Tomlinson, Chairman 
of the Trustees. “It recognises the hard work and dedication of all the volunteers who selflessly give up their time 
to ensure this vital aid goes to places where it is needed most.” 
 
Mike and wife Dianne – also an Aquabox volunteer – attended the Queen's Garden party at Buckingham Palace 
last month where they met other recipients of the award: “It is fantastic that Aquabox has been recognised in this 
way and it was an honour to meet representatives of other important charities doing great work in the UK and 
overseas.” 
 
The award committee chairman, former broadcast journalist Sir Martyn Lewis congratulated the winners: “The 
thousands of volunteers who give up their spare time to help others in the community and to help solve problems 
demonstrate the very best democracy in action.” The award will be presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire 
William Tucker later in the summer. The Queen's Awards for Voluntary Service were created in 2002 to celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee and winners are announced on June 2nd each year the anniversary of the Queen's Coronation. 
 
Aquabox relies entirely on donations and fundraising to buy the boxes and their contents. For more information 
visit www.aquabox.org  Media enquiries: Mike Tomlinson on 0794 8517561 or rockchicks@aol.com 
 

http://www.aquabox.org/


Manisha UK: Fulfilling Potential in 
Nepal’s Deprived Children  
Article provided by Steve Tonry – Rotary Club of 
Redditch 

 
Manisha UK was initiated in 2010, by Steve Tonry of the 
Rotary Club of Redditch, to improve educational and 
health standards in an area of West Nepal, whilst 
simultaneously promoting sustainability and the relief of 
poverty. 
 
The charity supports 9 non fee-paying schools in Palpa 
District and 1 school in Gorkha, the latter destroyed in 
the devastating earthquakes of 2015, being very close to 
the epicentre. The schools provide an education for over 2000 of some of the poorest children in Nepal, some 
of who walk well over an hour each way, to school every day. 
 
An earlier visit to Palpa by Steve and three colleagues, resulted in subsequent fundraising, largely via The Steve 
Sinnott Foundation, to rebuild the school they visited in Pipaldanda which was in very poor condition. The 
rebuild proved the benefits of “building better”, surviving the earthquakes, whilst 4 more schools were badly 
damaged and 5 needed repairs. A massive fundraising effort in 2015/16, meant that a number of destroyed 
classrooms have been rebuilt or are currently nearing completion. The 10 Nepalese schools are also twinned 
with 10 UK schools, some of which have provided terrific support, by fundraising and sending resources e.g. 
toys and shoes, donated by Howard Junior School. Kings Lynn and much appreciated by the pupils. 
 
Through a good relationship with the University of Worcester, Manisha UK has also provided placements for 
the last 4 years, for Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) from the university. In conjunction with one of Manisha’s 
experienced ex-teacher trustees, Barbara Bond, they provide teacher training courses and school visits over a 
6 month period. This helps to improve teaching standards and embed the learning points, whilst encouraging 
reciprocal learning for Manisha’s volunteers. A local NGO has also been recently registered in Palpa, providing 
a local presence on the ground, enabling better coordination with local education officials and more efficient 
operations.  
 
Please help us to continue to fulfil the children’s potential, by becoming a Friend of Manisha and donating 
£1/month (or more if you wish!).  
Please visit:  http://www.manisha-uk.org/donate  
    
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

A thank you letter from the pupils of Shree 
Himalaya Primary School to the pupils of Howard 
Junior School 

                                                      District Announcement  
 
It is an honour for District 1060 that one of our members, DGN Dr Charan Bunger has been 
awarded the MBE on Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday.  
 
BIRTHDAY HONOURS 2016 
DIPLOMATIC SERVICE AND OVERSEAS LIST MBE 
Dr. Charan Singh BUNGER Founder/Chairman of the Guru Ravidass Educational Assistance Trust. 
For Services to education for deprived and exploited children in India (since 2005) 
 
http://www.great4education.co.uk     
 
                                           Congratulation Charan Bunger MBE! 
 
 

http://www.manisha-uk.org/donate
http://www.great4education.co.uk/


    
Information provided by Keith McDavid – Rotary Club of 
 Knowle and Dorridge 
 
‘You may recall we arranged to get some pencils for the 
above charity from Workington Rotary Club. Well the pencils 
have now arrived in Uganda free of any transport costs, as  
they were included in a container that included a generator  
that was being donated by a local company that supports the 
Zuri Project. So all in all, this was a win, win situation for everybody.’ Keith McDavid 
  
Extracts from the report on proposed projects for the coming year – details of which can be found 
on the District 1060 Website: http://1060.org.uk/international/zuri-project-uganda  
 
Renovation of Kihembe health centre 
Our focal project for the summer of 2016 is to support the renovation of Kihembe health centre. The centre 
has fallen into complete disrepair and is severely lacking in funding. It is the primary point of care for a 
community with a population of 25,000 people and this is our most urgent project going forward. We have 
agreed that our priority is to support the completion of the new staff quarters, as currently the staff that work 
at the health centre are sleeping on the ward, as there is nowhere for them to stay. We would like to start this 
project during the first week of July, and have already made significant progress with our targeted fundraising 
to make this possible. Cost: £3500 approx. (based upon the work plans provided) 
 
Upscale of school feeding project 
As part of our working partnership with Kishunju Primary School, we are committed to providing free school 
meals to all pupils by the start of 2017. By providing free school meals to each child that pays their school fees, 
we will see an increase in school attendance, an improvement of concentration levels and hopefully test 
results, and a much better standard of education delivered at the school across the board. We will be 
converting previously unused land into crop fields producing maize, and then the parents have agreed to 
provide beans each term. This relationship is very exciting indeed. We have put this in place and have already 
provided the funding for it. We need to ensure is that we have ample storage space at the school to store the 
food, as well as the necessary cooking supplies, firewood, kitchen staff and utensils to ensure that the meals 
can be prepared. We are converting a pig sty into a store room to save on costs, but we still need to provide 
iron sheets and other resources to secure the building and make it a safe store room. Cost: £1000 approx. 
 
Building Kihembe Secondary School    
Incredibly, with a population of 25,000 people and six secondary schools, Kihembe does not have a secondary 
school and the nearest secondary school is approximately 9km away from the village. With no public transport 
and walking being the only way for children to get to school, the reality is that many children don’t make it to 
secondary school. The issues this causes are obvious: the children that do go to secondary school do so in 
other communities, usually in urban centres, which results in them staying there to find work after completing 
their studies. This creates a ‘brain drain’ in the community, with many of the educated people not returning to 
their communities. Moreover, with there being no secondary school in the village, many of the parents and 
students question the purpose of going to school. They rightly ask: “What is the point of paying to go to school, 
if on completion I return to work in the fields anyway?”  
 
The building of a secondary school is essential for the long term development of the community, and the local 
people are incredibly passionate about developing one. This is a wonderful project, and the beauty is that it is 
community led. Local people have set up a development association and are in the process of acquiring land 
from the government to start building the school (this was actually agreed in January, however with the 

A “thank you” photo from the school, with 
Ross Young on the back row under the tree. 

http://1060.org.uk/international/zuri-project-uganda


general election it has been put on hold). Once the land has been officially given to the community, the 
development association will initiate community fundraising, and will encourage local people to make 
donations (either financial or materials) to set the ball rolling and to start building the infrastructure of the 
school. 
 
At The Zuri Project, we are committed to provide funding to the development association when the land has 
been acquired and the work has started. We feel that it would be beneficial to support by providing funding 
for specific projects (i.e. classroom materials, latrines, classroom equipment etc.) and then to approach 
funders for support in the future. Realistically, we believe that this project will start by the end of 2016, and 
once we have received work plans we will initiate the funding process. Cost: TBC – it’s very hard to know 
exactly how much this project will cost, and we appreciate it will be a huge project financially. Initially, we 
are looking to set aside £5000 to commit to this project, which we will look to raise before Christmas of this 
year. Once work plans are provided, we will have a much better idea of costs.  
 
To find out more about the project go to: http://www.zuriprojectuganda.org/  
  
 
 
Two Weeks in South Korea - RI Convention 2016 
David Clayfield from RC of Arbury writes: 
 
Why did I go to RI World Convention?                                         
I have been to four conventions; Birmingham, Bangkok, 
Lisbon and Sydney. Apart from the Birmingham convention 
they have all enabled me to explore another country. South 
Korea was part of the attraction together meeting many 
Rotarians from all over the world. The fellowship on events 
was amazing. Registering for the convention was easy on 
line. Special links through Experian to hotels with bus 
services to the Kintex Convention Centre were available, just 
outside of Seoul, departing at regular intervals all day from 
near all the registered hotels. Extra host events were also 
available, these were organised by a local hosting committee and even local clubs. Language was never a 
problem as most were translated to English and events were organised in other various languages. 
 

Rao Yanamanni from Tamworth, Jean Billingsley from Warwick 
Avon and myself from D1060 met in Seoul, spending the time 
together. On Saturday 28 May we formally registered for the 
convention although we had booked and paid beforehand. We 
then spent the remainder of the day looking around the House 
of Friendship, this was huge including Food Outlets (with  
Korean and other Asian dishes to hot Dogs), all mainly served on 
a plastic plate with chop sticks, many stalls selling rotary 
merchandise and commercial stalls with souvenirs and clothes 
etc. The main stalls were taken by Rotary and Rotary connected 
organisations, including Shelterbox and many other Countries, 
Districts and Clubs explaining their charitable projects and giving  

                                                                                   opportunities for links to their projects. The House of  
                                                                                   Friendship was open the whole time of the convention.        
 
In the evening we were taken by bus to the Welcome festival. This was a treat of Korean entertainment at its 
best from singers, Classical to latest Asian hits, to the Korean Taekwondo Demonstration team showing this 
fantastic sport to music 

Rotary Club of Hwaseong City Host night, 
visit to Yongjusa Buddhist Temple. 
 

http://www.zuriprojectuganda.org/


On Sunday morning RI President Ravi formally called the Convention to Order 
We were welcomed by the Prime Minister of Korea who addressed us on the 
role of Service organisations in Developing and Developed countries and Ban Ki- 
Moon, Sec. General of United Nations. He spoke on the cooperation of Rotary 
and especially the success of the Polio programme. Monday’s session 
commenced with a welcome from the local City Goyang Mayor, himself a 
Rotarian together with addresses on ‘Be a Gift to the World’ and ‘Our shared 
responsibility to Explore and Protect the planet’, and ‘Slavery’ –still common in 
many parts. 
 
Dozens of clubs invited Rotarians to be hosted by their Club. 
                                          .  
Tuesday; the general session included talks on the Rotary foundation, End of 
Orphanages, realising responsibility, Polio, and a discussion on 100 years of ‘Doing Good’. All speakers were 
excellent and could address around 10000 people in a hall. Each afternoon there were breakout sessions on 
many various subject in various languages. The closing ceremony was as spectacular as ever, opening with 
PSY*, and Gangnam Style and finishing with a spectacular dance and singing concert from various winners 
from ‘Asia Has Talent’ shows. One Korean teenage singer lived in an orphanage until he was 3 years old, then 
ran away and lived, until he was 12,  on the streets in doorways and begging, he was spotted singing and  now 
he is a classical singer and tours Asia. 
 

*PSY is a very popular world-wide pop singer and grandson of 
a Rotarian. To make the trip worthwhile we booked a host visit 
to a local Rotary club who took us to a local Temple and 
restaurant, a Fellowship meal with the Rotary doctor’s 
Fellowship, as well as a tour to the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) 
and ‘viewed North Korea’, plus a Rotary add on tour to Zeju 
Island and southern part of South Korea, in the company of 22 
Rotarians and partners from US, Canada, Netherlands and UK, 
returning on a High Speed train. Other Rotarians we saw 
briefly, from D1060, were Peter Offer, Coventry Jubilee, RI 
Director and Helen Karakashian from Edgbaston Convention 
Further information can be found on www.riconvention.org  
and also details of next year’s convention in Atlanta.  

 
 
 
    
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Can You Help! - D1060: Proposed Vocational 
Training Team to Assam, India 
 
Circulated to all D1060 Clubs at the request of 
DGN Gary Dancer 
 
YARDLEY AND SHELDON Rotary Club would like 
to send a Vocational Training Team (VTT) to an 
orphanage in Assam, India. They need 4 young 
people: 2 with bricklaying skills,   1 with fash-
ion/textiles skills, and 1 childcare profes-
sional.  CAN YOU HELP?   They need your help to 
recruit their team and would be delighted to 
partner with other clubs on this exciting and in-
novative project. 
More details can be found on the D1060 web site 
at  http://www.1060.org.uk/content/vocational-
training-team-yardley-and-sheldon-rotary-club 
District Secretary 
 

A Date for the Diary 
 
Rotary District 1060 International 
Projects Conference 2016. 
 
This year’s Conference will be held at the 
Tally Ho Centre on the 12th November.  
 
The Tally Ho Conference Centre, 
Pershore Road, Edgebaston, 
Birmingham. B57RW. 
 
More details to follow on the website 
and out to clubs via email. 
 
Look forward to seeing you there! 
 
The District Team. 
 

http://www.riconvention.org/
https://deref-mail-02.com/mail/client/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1060.org.uk%2Fcontent%2Fvocational-training-team-yardley-and-sheldon-rotary-club
https://deref-mail-02.com/mail/client/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1060.org.uk%2Fcontent%2Fvocational-training-team-yardley-and-sheldon-rotary-club
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Purple4Polio                                                             

It’s time to dust off your spade and dig out your gardening gloves, because as part of Rotary 
GBI's Purple4Polio campaign, we have established an exciting partnership with the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS). The partnership will allow Rotary clubs to join forces with RHS 
community-based Bloom Groups and work in tandem to bring people together, transform 
public spaces and brighten up the local area by planting 5 million crocus tommasinianus, or 
purple crocuses.  
 

The purple crocus is a symbol of Rotary’s worldwide campaign to eradicate polio, with its colour representing 
the purple dye used to mark the finger of a child who has been immunised. Eradicating polio worldwide re-
mains the top priority of The Rotary Foundation as it celebrates its centenary year, and the plantings you un-
dertake will act as a legacy of Rotary’s commitment to ridding the world of the disease.  
 
The official launch to the public of the Purple4Polio campaign and Rotary partnership with the RHS will take 
place this summer, with planting taking place throughout November 2016. In the meantime, there is plenty of 
time to get creative. Thinking caps and green fingers at the ready! 
 
For inspiration about how you and your club can get involved with the Purple4Polio campaign, visit the  
Purple4Polio menu, which is full of ideas for fundraising activities. This menu will be developed further with 
the supporting information and resources being added over the coming weeks.  
The resources can be accessed from the Purple4Polio page in the members' area, by clicking here (sign-in re-
quired). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Going Social 
To tie in with both the Purple4Polio campaign and the centenary of The Rotary Foundation, 
Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland President 2016/17 Eve Conway is taking a 
Rotary Polio Bear on all her travels. There is just one problem – it needs a name!  

Follow the Rotary Polio Bear on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and comment on any of 
the accounts’ posts with your name suggestion by 31st July to be in with a chance of winning. 
The winning entry will be chosen at random and the winner will also win a Rotary Polio Bear 
of their own, courtesy of the Rotary Club of Guernsey.  

                                                                                                                                                                 

At just £85 per box of 5,000 purple crocus corms, it would be great if every Rotary club in District 1060 
bought at least one box and organized a community planting with a local school (or similar event) in the 
Autumn. Orders should be placed before 31st July. The D1060 Rotary District Contact for Orders & Delivery 
is Paul Beedham:  paul@beedham.me.uk 
 

  Gift Aid   
 HMRC has published new wording for Gift Aid Declarations which must be used from 5th April 2016 
It now includes new wording that makes clear the responsibility of donors to have paid sufficient tax to cover their Gift 
Aid donation and their responsibility to pay the difference. It no longer includes references to VAT and Council Tax. 
Please visit the HMRC website for model declaration and more information about what must be included.                                                          
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